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MEMORANDUM
TO: Marilyn Bentley, L lat Administrator CC: R. Martin
FROM: Douglas Goldth atcom County Geologist

DATE: August 21, 2006

SUBJECT: Balfour Village, .SS2005-00007, Kendal; Review of the Response to
Supplemental Information & Design Revisions, Notebooks 1 & 2, Aiki Homes

Inc., dated June 2006.

My review addresses the geological, geotechnical, and geohazards regulatory interpretations
associated with the above referenced supplemental matenals, specifically alluvial fan hazards and

critical aquifer recharge areas.

The scientific evaluations and conceptual mitigation proposals by Western Geotechnical
Consultants, Inc., West Consultants Inc., and Associated Earth Sciences, Inc. were thorough,
thoughtful, and creative, and if approved under the Geologically Hazardous section of the CAQ,
would be worthy of adoption and implementation in the Final Determination. However, the
regulatory interpretation discussed in number one of the Applicant’s letter to Mr. Martin, dated
July 24, 2006, at the beginning of Notebook 1, deserves some attention. This discussion was a
direct response to my memorandum to Robert Martin regarding a Preliminary Geological
Review, dated August 23, 2005. In that review, I listed 13 reasons supporting my preliminary
conclusions to recommend avoidance of development on the alluvial fan portions of the project.

ALLUVIAL FAN HAZARDS:
Introduction:

RCW 36.70A (Growth Management Act, GMA) identifies alluvial fans as Geologically
Hazardous Areas and hence regulated Critical Areas. Alluvial fan hazards are 1dentified as a
Natural Hazard in Chapter 11, Environment, of the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan,

which in Goal 11-D guides us to,






